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LESSON 1 SLIDES



Today’s Expectations

1 Do your best!

2 Stay on task.

3 Embrace being uncomfortable.



1 Introduction - What is form?

2 Composer Time - Who is Jessie Montgomery? 

3 Listen and Guess - What is the form of Starburst?

4 Movement - Create movements for each section

5 Perform - Put it all together in a class performance!

What We Will Be Doing Today



Introduction
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Think - Pair - Share

What is form?



form
How different parts of  a music composition are 
organized together.

Binary
Binary form is when a piece of music has two main 
parts. Often labeled AB.

Ternary
Ternary form is when a piece of music has three parts 
with one repeating. Often labeled as ABA.

Rondo
Rondo form is when a piece of music has a main part 
that returns often separated by new sections that are all 
different. Often labeled ABACA.

Theme and 
Variations

This form happens when a melody is repeated many 
times, but each time it is played differently. Often 
labeled AA¹A²A³

Vocabulary



Composer Time
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Meet Composer Jessie Montgomery | Passage

✨Meet Jessie Montgomery, the composer of the evocative score for Passage, the ballet choreographed by Claudia Schreier that offers a moving reflection on the fortitude of the human spirit, in commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the arrival of enslaved Africans to Virginia in 1619. Don’t miss the New York premiere, performed to live music at the City Center Dance Festival April 5, 8-10! Get tickets: https://bit.ly/36KTN7r 

Dance Theatre of Harlem returns to the stage at New York City Center April 5, 8-10 for the City Center Dance Festival. In addition to Passage, the company will present recent works including two New York premieres – Resident Choreographer Robert Garland’s Higher Ground featuring music by Stevie Wonder and the extended Balamouk by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa with live music by The Klezmatics – and Odalisques Variations from Le Corsaire staged by Company Artist Dylan Santos after Marius Petipa.

2022 Lead Season Sponsor - Bloomberg Philanthropies

Passage was commissioned by the Virginia Arts Festival in partnership with American Evolution. Support for Passage was made possible by the New England Foundation for the Arts' National Dance Project, with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Additional commissioning funds provided by the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation through Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Women Who Move Us initiative, O’Donnell-Green Music and Dance Foundation and the Princess Grace Foundation-USA, the City of Norfolk, Virginia, the Friedrich Ludwig Diehn Fund of the Hampton Roads Community Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Visit our website to sign up for our mailing list and learn more about DTH: https://bit.ly/3oHj9ZX
Support DTH, donate today! https://bit.ly/34IjjsA
Subscribe to our YouTube channel to stay connected to DTH https://bit.ly/3lsRhob

#DanceTheatreofHarlem #Passage #CityCenterDanceFestival #WomenWhoMoveUs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_RxUiFIK2A


Listen and Guess
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Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 2

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 3

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 5

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 6

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

SECTION 7

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Movement
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Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

FULL PERFORMANCE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


A ???

B ???

C ???

D ???

E ???

Describe the Sections



A ???

B ???

C ???

D ???

E ???

Movement Choices



Perform
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Jessie Montgomery's Starburst | Minnesota Orchestra | Osmo Vänskä

Minnesota Orchestra audiences responded with great excitement for the music of New York-based composer Jessie Montgomery after an October performance of Strum. Now, listen to another great work by Montgomery, recorded live on New Year's Eve and conducted by Music Director Osmo Vänskä. 

Packed with energetic motives and layers of bright, swirling ideas, Starburst reflects the formation of new stars in a galaxy and seeks to musically represent the members of the dynamic ensemble for which the piece was written: The Sphinx Virtuosi.

Watch the full performance:
https://mnorch.vhx.tv/videos/vanska-conducts-a-new-year-s-celebration

FULL PERFORMANCE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcxDk92QIcY


Congrats! You 
did it!



LESSON 2 SLIDES



Today’s Expectations

1 Do your best!

2 Stay on task.

3 Embrace being uncomfortable.



1 Review - What did we learn last time?

2 Create Together  - Let’s compose something together

3 Create in Groups - Choose a form and rhythms in groups

4 Listen and Guess - Listen to each group and guess their form 
choice

5 Wrap Up - What did we learn about form?

What We Will Be Doing Today



Review
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Think - Pair - Share

What do you remember about 
form and Starburst?



form
How different parts of  a music composition are 
organized together.

Binary
Binary form is when a piece of music has two main 
parts. Often labeled AB.

Ternary
Ternary form is when a piece of music has three parts 
with one repeating. Often labeled as ABA.

Rondo
Rondo form is when a piece of music has a main part 
that returns often separated by new sections that are all 
different. Often labeled ABACA.

Theme and 
Variations

This form happens when a melody is repeated many 
times, but each time it is played differently. Often 
labeled AA¹A²A³

Vocabulary



Create 
Together

02





1 AABB

2 ABAB

3 ABBA

4 ABAC

CHOOSE A FORM



Create in Groups
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Step 1 Choose a form.

Step 2 Choose one rhythm for each section in your form.

Step 3
Practice reading and clapping your rhythm with your 
group.

Step 4
Add something to your composition: instruments, 
movement, scarves, body percussion, or a combination 
of two choices. Be creative!

Step 5
Practice your entire composition with your group. Be 
ready to share your work wit the rest of the class!

Order of Completion



1 AABA

2 ABAB

3 ABBA

4 ABAC

CHOOSE A FORM





Listen and 
Guess
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Wrap Up
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1. What is something new you 
learned?

1. What was your favorite activity 
and why?

1. What are you thoughts and/or 
feelings on the piece Starburst? 
Explain your answer.
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