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        Musical Element: Introduction



History of the Song

John Stafford Smith (1750-1836)

https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw112459/John-Stafford-Smith


History of the Song

The History of the Star-Spangled Banner for Kids: Francis Scott Key and Fort McHenry - FreeSchool

The Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem of the United States of America, but it hasn't always been that way. The song was originally written as a poem by young American lawyer Francis Scott Key during the war of 1812. He watched helplessly from a British ship as they attacked Fort McHenry. He wanted to know who had won the battle, but he couldn't see which flag was flying above the fort until the 'dawn's early light' the next morning.

Like this video if you want to see more videos about HISTORY!

Subscribe to FreeSchool: https://www.youtube.com/user/watchfreeschool?sub_confirmation=1

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/watchFreeSchool

Check our our companion channel, FreeSchool Mom! https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTcEtHRQhqiCZIIb77LyDmA

And our NEW channel for little ones, FreeSchool Early Birds!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3OV62x86XHwaqsxLsuy8dA

Music: Jaunty Gumption - Kevin MacLeod (incompetech.com)
Also, The Star-Spangled Banner, downloaded from YouTube's free audio library.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Umg8v6DLZjs


National Anthem Performance

National Anthem The Star-Spangled Banner Music Only Instrumental with Lyrics. Get Mp4 in description

A very respectful version of our The Star-Spangled Banner with words and subtle flag in background. To be used when words are needed, but the audience should still face a live flag.
Here is a version for viewing or download without the scout salute at the end: https://drive.google.com/file/d/16eUvWxlrLcYCyrxYM5GPaT9KoUnywy_0/view?usp=sharing
Full music credit goes to the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra, Peter Breiner. "The Star Spangled Banner".

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axhcsRWOOT8


Activity # 1: Personal Anthems

Young baseball players holding caps in front of American flag (Provided by Getty Images)

https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/young-baseball-players-holding-caps-in-front-of-royalty-free-image/78054597


Activity # 1: Personal Anthems

1. Give each student a pencil and 
a piece of paper.

2. Have them write their own 
personal anthem to the tune of 
“Row, Row, Row Your Boat”.

3. Sample: “I am Stephanie and I 
like to sing, I like to drum, I like 
to hum, percussion is my thing.”



Activity # 1: Personal Anthems

4. If students get done early, have them 
work on “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
word search.

5. When all students have finished their 
anthem, teach a group of students the 
“Row, Row, Row Your Boat” Orff 
arrangement.

6. Have students share their anthems 
with the class with the Orff 
arrangement.



https://www.bethsnotesplus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Row-Row-Row-Your-Boat.pdf


Activity #2



Rhythm Choice Board: 

3/4 Ostinato Introductions

Ask students to 

compose a 

rhythmic ostinato 

in 3/4 time that 

can be used to 

introduce 

themselves.



Rhythm Choice Board: 

Guess the Time Signature

Ask students to listen 

to the musical 

excerpts in the 

following video and 

correctly identify the 

time signature as 

2/4,3/4, or 4/4 for 

each excerpt.

Screenshot 2025-05-28 205632.png

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoSZ1yhxgqA


Rhythm Choice Board: 

3/4 Improvisation Drum Circle

Ask students to sit in a 

drum circle. 

Have each student 

improvise a 2-bar 

rhythmic ostinato in 3/4 

time to accompany a 

recording of “The Star-

Spangled Banner”. 



Rhythm Choice Board: 

3/4 Ostinato Compositions

Have each student 

compose a 2-

measure ostinato 

to be played along 

with “The Star-

Spangled 

Banner”.”.



Rhythm Choice Board: 

3/4 Rhythm Dictation Test

Clap 2-measure 

rhythms in 3/4 time 

that include beamed 

eighth notes, quarter 

notes, half notes, 

dotted half notes, 

and sixteenth notes. 

Have students 

correctly dictate what 

they heard.



Rhythm Choice Board: 

3/4 Flashcard Competition

Show each team a 

flashcard of a rhythm in 

3/4 time.

If one person on the team 

plays the rhythm correctly 

on an unpitched classroom 

instrument, the team gets 

a point. If the rhythm is 

played incorrectly, a point 

will not be awarded.



Screenshot_2025-05-04_090232-removebg-preview.png

a cartoon drawing of a nebraska football player wearing number 15 (Provided by Tenor)a football player wearing a black jersey with the number 14 on it (Provided by Tenor)

https://imgflip.com/i/8pn67u
https://tenor.com/view/sports-sportsmanias-panini-collectibles-who-do-you-collect-gif-1939739184240343735
https://tenor.com/view/sports-sportsmanias-emoji-animated-emojis-panini-gif-15074702958429733728


Activity Instructions

1. Watch the biographical videos and Super Bowl 
performances of three singers.

2. Fill out the performance comparison chart while listening to 
the performances.

3. Choose the performance that you like best.
4. Write a 5 sentence paragraph explaining why your prefer 

the performance over the others using musical terms.
5. Vote for your favorite performer on your device.



Biography: Carrie Underwood

Carrie Underwood: Before American Idol | BIO Shorts | Biography

Carrie Underwood came super close to fame long before winning American Idol.

#CarrieUnderwood #Biography

Subscribe for more Biography: http://aetv.us/2AsWMPH

Dive deeper into Biography on our site:
http://www.biography.com

Follow Biography for more surprising stories from fascinating lives:
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/Biography 
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/biography 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/biography 

Biography highlights newsworthy personalities and events with compelling and surprising points-of-view, telling the true stories from some of the most accomplished non-fiction storytellers of our time.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-2pvJBbnCo


Super Bowl Performance: Carrie Underwood

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoSPFoV-6VU


Biography: Beyoncé
How Beyoncé's career began | 60 Minutes Archive

Beyoncé started performing at 9 years old at Walmarts, she told 60 Minutes' Steve Kroft in this 2010 excerpt.

"60 Minutes" is the most successful television broadcast in history. Offering hard-hitting investigative reports, interviews, feature segments and profiles of people in the news, the broadcast began in 1968 and is still a hit, over 50 seasons later, regularly making Nielsen's Top 10.

Subscribe to the "60 Minutes" YouTube channel: https://youtube.com/60minutes
Watch full episodes: https://cbsn.ws/1Qkjo1F
Get more "60 Minutes" from "60 Minutes: Overtime": https://cbsnews.com/60-minutes/overtime/
Follow "60 Minutes" on Instagram: https://instagram.com/60minutes/
Like "60 Minutes" on Facebook:https://facebook.com/60minutes
Follow "60 Minutes" on Twitter: https://twitter.com/60Minutes
Subscribe to our newsletter: https://cbsnews.com/newsletters/
Download the CBS News app: https://cbsnews.com/mobile/
Try Paramount+ free: https://paramountplus.com/?ftag=PPM-05-10aeh8h

For video licensing inquiries, contact: licensing@veritone.com

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdYerrf_GIE


Super Bowl Performance: Beyoncé

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhrrGu2rcZ4


Biography: Jon Batiste

Here Are Five Things You Didn't Know About Jon Batiste | Billboard

Jon Batiste reveals five things you didn't know about him.

To learn more about this story: 

►► Subscribe for more music news: http://blbrd.cm/Proracf

►► See our latest videos: http://blbrd.cm/xOgw6VQ

About: Billboard is the world's most influential music media brand, with an unmatched authority among artists, fans and the industry. Billboard powers the ultimate global music destination and magazine, featuring unrivaled reporting on music news, issues and trends, the industry’s definitive charts, encompassing the most complete and well respected database of charts across all music genres, and elite conferences and events which regularly convene the industry and consumers around important conversations. 

Connect with Billboard Online:
Visit the website: http://blbrd.cm/s5w4vTm
Likes us on Facebook: http://blbrd.cm/ks26yg5
Follow us on Twitter: http://blbrd.cm/uRNqRoN 
Follow us on Instagram: http://blbrd.cm/6QaTrhn

#JonBatiste #FiveThings #Billboard 

Here Are Five Things You Didn't Know About Jon Batiste | Billboard

Billboard
https://youtube.com/billboard

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoFMRzrMnys


Super Bowl Performance: Jon Batiste

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gid1pYSOCZs


Essay Response: Which Performance Did You Like Best?

On your worksheet, write a 5-sentence 

paragraph about your favorite national anthem 

performance using musical terminology.

Share your response with the class.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OXtZuRCxXCgLQ-MoCoyfPl2p_CjSPD2iwWVl-1xRIVU/edit?usp=sharing


It’s Time to Vote!

Instructions: (1) Scan the QR code or Access the following code through 

Super Bowl Idol assignment in the Quaver app: 

https://PollEv.com/multiple_choice_polls/B8hDEog6XNIqLZ0tgUC5y/respond

(2) Click “Skip”

(3) Vote on your favorite performance.

https://pollev.com/multiple_choice_polls/B8hDEog6XNIqLZ0tgUC5y/respond
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